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Type | test in Turkey

Submitted by: Elaine Sawtell

It wasabumpy ridethrough the stormy November night as Fred Pitts, hiswife
Cathy, and | flew to Istanbul.

Fred, aFEMA caninehandler/evaluator from California; hiswife Cathy, witha
history of training 300 dogsasasenior trainer for Guide Dogsfor theBlind, and |
wereto meet Pat and Hakan Kaynaroglu and conduct three daysof training,
followed by aFEMA Typell and Typel test, sponsored by International Emergency
Response K9.

Thesprawling city cameinto sight, and | beganto relax until the Turkish Air pilot,
inbroken English, informed ustherewas, “alittleproblem.” Aswepulledupand
headed off inthe genera direction of Afghanistan, | asked mysdlf, “Andjust WHY
am| doingthis?’

Thereasonisclear. Turkey isacountry cris-crossed by earthquakefaults. Our
mission ascanine handlersand trainersisto do everything we can to help them
preparefor theinevitable.

Inthelast few years, the quakes have been moving steadily west dlong fault lines
toward I stanbul, home of 10 million people. in 1999, aquake hit thetown of 1zmet,
just east of Istanbul. 40,000 peopledied.

Thedays passed quickly and the nightseven quicker. We never got to bed
before2 am. and wereup at 5:30. Therewastheusua Turkish political intrigue,
crazy traffic, wonderful food, frustrationswith thelanguage barrier, and
rain...constant rain until we departed 10 days|ater.

Thereisalsothememory of the Turkish people. Thefirefighter from Ankara
who spoke no English but told methrough atrandator of hissorrow about the events
of September 11 and how helonged to respond and help with hisdog (new Typel).
Theteenagetrandator, who was aForeign Exchange student in Boston but was sent
home after September 11. VicePresident Mustafa Yasar Kelleci, whoisputting
everything onthelineto help hispeople preparealifesaving responseto afuture
disaster, aswell asestablishing servicesfor the physically handicapped to copewith
theproblemsthey facetoday. Thetest victims. AsinMarch, they spent long hours,
up to eight hours, buried in metal barrels (asafety factor in casethereisaquake),
without complaint.

Onceagain| came away with great respect for the skill and commitment of these
teams. Two passedthe Typel test. Thepileswereredl...two apartment buildingsin
crowded residential/business areas, knocked down the day before...onefactory, the
sizeof afootball field. Thedistractionswerereal and everywhere: people, human
waste, garbage, animals, dead and alive, food, unstable rubble, noise, confusion,
added to thelanguage barrier of taking directionsfrom 3 American evaluators. They
worked throughit. They didn’t count victims...they found them, all of them. They
took care of their dogs, and their dogswill savelives.

On February 28, a4.5 quake hit the Marmara Seajust outside of Istanbul. It
may be anisolated event or the preludeto something bigger. Thejobissobig, the
timeisso short; but thework hasbegun.
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Interpreter explains evaluators’
instructionsto Ankarafirefighter.
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K9 Lizfindsher victimand alerts.

Special note

Submitted by: Elaine
Sawtell

TheTurkish caninehandlers
appreci ate the generous
donation of boots, helmets,
and other surplusgear from
NE-TF1 arranged by
CaptainRick Klein.
Ankarafirefighter Teoman
Bulduk proudly worehis
new yelow helmet with
“Lincoln Fire Department,”
“Caning,” whileK9Liz
founddl six victimsand
became Turkey’sfirst Type
| disaster search canine.
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Searching for type | teams

By: Fred Pitts, April 2002 Dog Talk, Volume 5/Number 2

International Emergency Response K9 (ERK9), anon-profit organization
islooking for FEMA certified canineteamsto place applicationsonfilefor
possible deployment internationally in responseto requestsfor aid fromthe
government of adisaster struck nation. Our initial focusis Turkey, anation
that livesunder thethreat of amajor earthquakethat will cause extreme
devastation...again. Teamsresponding for ERK9 do so asan unpaid
volunteer. For further information send an email to fepitts@interx.net.

Babe was right!

Submitted by: Ditto

My fellow canines, the next time Zimacomes
whining around about what hard and dangerous
work thisherdingis, tell her to GET A LIFE!
| recently stayed with her (inthe oppositeend
of the house, of course), and took the
opportunity to seejust what thisherdingisall
about.

Asyouall know, my dear mother (rest her soul)
wasan Australian Cattle Dog; therefore, | haveinherent
knowledge of thesethings.

| 'sowatched themovie“BABE” threetimes. If that doesn’t makeyou
an expert, | don’t know what does!

Anyway, | met up closeand personal Zima ssheep. They arenotinthe
least viciousor disagreeable. Aslongasyou arepoliteand speak nicely to
them, they are perfectly willing to dowhat you ask... just like Babe said!

S0, next time Zimacomesdragging in complaining how hard shehasto
work to keep theminline, tell her she needsto go to Blockbuster and rent
“BABE” and learn how to do her job!
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Top and above: Ditto herds the
sheep like no big deal.

TN
M Left: Monica and Ditto herd the
sheep.
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Deployment Orde

1. MonicaBarger, Typel

2. Amy Rising, Typel

3. ElaineSawtell, Typel

4. Hershel McAlister, Type2
5. Deborah Goodman, Type 2
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National Disaster Search Dog

Foundation Program

Submitted by: John Huff

Firstlet mesay, that | believethat we have some of
the best Canine Search Specialist (CSS) intheentire
US& R program. | can say this, because | haveworkedin
numerous US& R disaster incidents, and seenfirst hand
other CSSteams.

Severa months ago, wewere contacted by the
National Disaster Search Dog Foundation about a
placement program that they haveimplementedto assist
US& R task forcesto acquire capable dogsfor their
teams. Currently NE-TF1 hasfive certified CSSwiththe
task force. Yearsago, FEMA established criteriafor task
force personne that mandated minimum staffing levelsfor
ALL task forcepogitions. Thisminimumis50% of the
recommended 3 deep in each position. That meansthat in
order to meet thismandate, each task force must have at
least SX CSS's. Every task force hasstruggled to meet
thismandate with CSStheonly current position that
FEMA hasignored their own mandate (dueto the many
challengesof finding CSS & capabledogs). Looking to
thefuture of theentire NE-TF1 task force, we must
continueto assurethat we can field ateam that iscapable
of meeting thegoalsof the National US& R program.

| want to assure current CSSthat our goal isto
supplement our outstanding CSS, not replacethem.
Severa weeks ago, we began the process of recruiting
possiblerecipientsof the NDSDF canine. Theapplication
processisstill being devel oped, but individual sthat
expressed interest have been invited to attend and observe
local training, in an effort to educatethem astowhat a
huge commitment they areconsidering.

TheNationa Disaster Search Dog Foundation’sgoal
isto providetrained certifiable dogsfor upto4 quaified
members of the department for the benefit of the Task
Force. Thedogswill betrained tothebasiclevel of
certification. Selected handlersmust then work to become
acertified teamwith their new partner.

Thisplacement will requireal ong term commitment
form the handler, with each dog being placed ona
permanent basis. Handlerschosen for thisprogram must
bewilling to work asteam memberswith other canine
handlers, assisting in ongoing training and support of other
US& R canineteams.

Wewill try to keep everyoneinformed asthis program
develops.

Upcoming tests
From April 2002 Dog 1alk, Volume 5/Number 2

Typell Testing
September 28 - 29, 2002
Beverly, MASS

Thefeefor thetest will be $75.00 whichincludesall
medal sexcept for Saturday night’sdinner. Therewill
be acookout Friday night asawel come. (Coffee,
bagels, box lunch, fruit, water, etc. available)
Transportation will be provided at thesite of thetest.
We have six more openingsfor thetest. Contact
Mark Dawsonfor further information:

Home (203) 629-2557 Work (203) 622-8087
Pager (860) 504-0295 Cell (203) 253-4795
Fax (203) 862-8913

Email MWDRescue503@worldnet.att.net

TENTATIVEinthefal
Fairfax, Virginia
TYPEII

2002 CdiforniaTest Schedule:

May 19, L.A. City area, deadlinefor applicationsis
April 8. August 17-18, San Diego area, deadlinefor
applicationsisJuly 8. November 16-17, Riverside,
CA area, deadlinefor applicationsis October 7.

Applications, with a$25 testing fee attached can be
sentto: Lynne Engelbert, 19327 Northampton Dr.,
Saratoga, CA 95070-3330. Checksshould be
madeout to: National Disaster Search Dog
Foundation or NDSDF with CSSWG Account
indicated onthe“memo” line.

CA andre-certifying (CA & out-of-state) teamshave
priority with out-of-state testing teamswel cometofill
remaningdots, if available.

For information on Californiatests, contact
LynneEngelbert:

Fax: (650) 604-7051 or (650) 604-0994
Work: (650) 604-3112

Home: (408) 257-1784



